(Ireland.) 



I 



papers 

RELATING TO 

VAC CINATION 

IN DUBLIN: 

VIZ. 
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Annual Report, for 1809. 

COW-POCK INSTITUTION, 

Under the Patronage of His Grace The Lord Lieutenant, 

N°55, Sackville-street ; 

14''' January 1804, under the direction of the undersigned 
W Physicians and Surgeons of this city, for the purposes of fecuring a fncce&ion 
ot Low-Pock matter; of inoculating gratuitously the children of the poor; and of 
supplying the different parts of the kingdom with genuine infection. 

DIRECTORS: 

Physicians. Surgeons. 

Josepii Clarke, George Stewart, 



, i Clarke, 
James Cleghorn, 
Thomas Evorv, 



Ralph S. Obr^, 
Solomon Richards. 



An Abstract from the Register of Inoculations and Distribution of Matter. 





Patients 

Inoculated. 


P.i'ckets issued 
to Practitioners in 
general. 


Packets to Army 
Surgeons. 


1804 - 


57S 


776 


236 


1803 - 


1,032 


1,124 


178 


1806 - 


'.356 


1,340 


220 


1807 - 


2.156 


1,790 


320 


1808 - 


3,002 


2,285 


1 333 


i8og - 


3-941 


2,540 


244 


Totals - - 


12,065 


9,855 


1,537 



great pleasure in observing the progressive 
I?I 0 II O39 ) and the mlijence of experience in satisfying the 
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mibVc ofits cffiaary Moft of the above iJ.ofis patients being confined to a city 
nhere Small Pox has Imn in general prevalent, iin.ft have been exposed m every 
nossilile 11 av to its inftftlon. by living in the same house, or Irequently sleeping in 
the same bi d vi'itli the iiile£tcd. 'Ihe anxlely ot parents, too, has olten led them 
intcntionallv to expose their' children to Small PoK inleaion. As tar, however, as the 
immediate 'observation ot the Inititritioii extends, Cow-Pock has been lound to resilt 
all such trials, with three exceptions only. ^ , o v- • 

It now appcajs by increasing experience, tliat m a very few inltanccs, the Vaccine 
Inleaion will form tairly on the arm, and go ttiroiigh its regular ftages, without being 
absorbed into the blood. 'I be same thing has repeatedly happened in inocnlatlng tor 
the Small Pox, where no eruptive feviT or eniption sheceedeil the Inoculation. In the 
three cases ot Small Pox which have snccceded Vaceiiiation, the disease has been 
mild, and ot limit diir.ition. ' , , a .1 

■Pheeflicacy ol Cow-'Podc, as far as Dublin is concerned, does not reft upon tlie 
proofs adduced in its hiioiir by this lullitution, for it has been extensively prac- 
tisMldmiligtlie lalt live, or aii years. There ore grounds for believing, that the 
number varciiiatal tiirougho.nt the citv, iiKlnding the nlmve 1 c.ons, does not tall 
fliorlof i-.,poo. The gases of Small Pox following Cow-Puck vvhlfb have been 
■ reported upon an'v reasonable anthoritv, to the Inftltutioii, do not exceed six. No 
one who is acnnaiiitcd witli the careless and hiatlriilive manner 111 which iiiaiiy 
praailioners linve liilherto condiiacd Vaccination, can be surprised to hear of coses 
of failure Tlic of parents also to have their chi.drcn examined at the 

reimlar periods alb i-' Inoculation, tends to liring tlie- prailke into ilisTe|,ute. '1 o 
obviate this iucunveilienec, it has been the praftlee lor some tune at this Ii llitiition. to 
obliue parents to deposit- a small sum, to be returned atter the child has gone itirougn 
the disease, provided they have attended agreeably to inftruaioiis ; otlicrwisc the 
sum is fortcili d. This regulation lias had the desired elte-a. „ , , , 

It was reported »t on early pcriotl of the practice, that V.acnn-atiori afforded only 
a temporary sicarity, which wiis at firat limited to three years. Numerous expe- 
riments tried in dilfercnt quarters, satisfactorily proved the lalschood ol this asser- 
tUm; a similar opinion hra been lately revived, hut the period ol security extended 
to five or six years. Neither analo-gv nor experience juslitics sucli an idea, and the 
hi biitv of casual Cow-Pock fully reiutes the allegation | as nuincrmis cases are on 
record of persons, after having casual Cow-Poek, resisting,, during a long Jlle, t.ic 
Small Pox, under every circiimstaiiee of exposure, inoculation, Src. besides hud 
the preventive powers of ('ow-Pock not been permanent, it is but reasonable to 
suppose, that many of \hc above i'2,oG5, must, unclev tite exl^tln}T circmnstanees of 
exposure, have taken tlie Small Pox. Above twenty cluldreu who were vaecmated 
five or six years a2o, have lately, by order of ,tbc Di.ectors, been submitt.:d_ to 
variolous Inoculation, but wUhout the elVea of _ producing Small _l ox. Simnar 
experiments liave l>ci'n in.scitutcd under the dinftii.n ot other praftitioners, vuth tl.e 
like result. Niineletn ciiildreti, who had the t’ow-P<K'k euilit and mne years ago, 
have'been lately inoculated wiiii hmall Pox matter at the loundlmg Hospital, under 
the inspe6tion of Mr. Stewart. Surgeon-General, and .Mr. Crei'Aiton, Surgeon ol the 
I losiiital ; but w itb no oilier cftcet than local inflammation. In a letter just received 
from Mr. Eryce of F.dinburali, be observes, ‘‘ I have lately finislied an experiment 
of inoculating about twenty cliildreu with the Small Pox, wlio were vaecmated liutn 
ei^ht years to' live months. The result is moi-t satisfactory, and shews clearly, that 
a%,tule with sunouuding inflammation, is a-s readily produced hve months alter 
Vacrinaliun, as at the end of fij'bt years consequently, tiiat the secunty is as 
complete at the latter period, as the former.” , t i 

The following extraft from the Report of the Sinall 1 ox Hospital, London, 
should he recorded. — “ Kleven tliousand right huiKhcd patk-nts, and upwards, have 
been vaccinated, of which number t;venti/-Jke hundred were afterwards preval to 
be secured from tlie natural Small Pox, by receiving a fnrtJicr Inuculatiou w ith humll 
Pox matter, wbicb took no e^cct : a number mpl.V to seUi.sJrj the public 

jmnd o\ i\it security and smxess of the new pi-ariice of Vaccination.^ December 
1802 —So great a number submitted to the test of variolous Inoculalum, and ex- 
posed in an iios.iiul full ot Small Pox infcaion, mlhout cfect of itself 

convince every reasonable mind of the eflicacy of accuiatum. v ide .Mr. Lharles 
Mureay's iiiiawer to Mr. Iliglmiore, p. 37 - , • - . 

A reuotl Iwviiig Ueeil liiVely circuUted tl»t Dr. jenner liimself was licgmmng to 
tjiU.i;t.iu holue doubt of tbe effiesej of Ills liiseoi-eiy, tile Diiieaurs tlioiight it exgi- 
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dictit to direct their Secretary to write to him, and to lay his answer upon the subject 
beibrc the Public. 



“ Dear Sir, 

“ Your obligins letter of the S'" inftant, enclosing the Annual Report of the Cow Pock 
Inftitution in Dublin, has juft reached me. The former letter you allude to has not 
yet heeu delivered. It is. witli the greateft pleasure I perceive the rapid increase of 
Vaccination in your Metropolis, and the uninterrupted success that has attended the 
pmctice— at once a proof of the zeal, induftry, and attention of the Medical Officers, 
for which I beg leave to make my moft grateful acknowledgments. 

“ Ami now', Sir, a few remarks on the very extraordinary connnunication you have 
made to me, respecting Lady C. — It has been om; of the usual devices of the enemies of 
^■J(Cciuatio•), alinoft from tiie time of my firft making it known, to represent me as 
having loft my confiilence of its prophylactic powers, oi' at leaft that I was wavering 
on tlie subject. Can I, who with the aid of my Nephews, have vaccinated a number 
of persons little sliort of 30,000, without one single inftnnce of accident or of failure 
that ever reached jr.v ears, for a moment entertain such an absurd idea? or could I have 
ever tliought of inoculating lor the Small Pox, while I hold that practice in abiiorrence, 
and condemn it i>oth publicly atid privately ? Believe me, the whole ftory you relate 
to me is an entire fiction, without the fainteft shadow of foundation. Never, from 
the commencement of my experiments to the present hour, have I used a particle of 
the variolous matter, except for the purpose of putting some of tlmse to a teft on 
wlioiii I made my firft trials. For some years past I have relied wholly on the \^ac- 
ciiie lymph for tefting those on whom any material irregularity appeared in the pro- 
gress of the puftuic. 

. _ , . “ Believe me, &c. 

Berkeley, 

February 19, 1809. Echvard Jenner." 



AVliile the Directors, with such weight of evidence in its favour, feel themselves 
w-amuited in continuing to recommend ^’’accination as a preventive of Small Pox, 
they cannot but regret, that in a few cases it has been difficult to determine whether 
a patient has had the disease cotiftltuiionally or localli/. They however confidently 
hope, that by pursuing Mr. Bryce’s te.st, and by increased attention to the progress 
of the disease, practitioners will'be enabled to surmount the only objection to practice, 
which tends to preserve more than 30,000 lives annually, in the British Isles. 

Mr. Bryce proposes that a second Inoculation be performed about the sixtii day 
after the firft ; the vesicle produced l>y this second Inoculation is accelerated in its pro- 
gress so as to arrive at maturity, and again fade at nearly the same time as the affcciion 
arisiu” from the firft Inoculation. Mr. B. considers the acceleration of the second 
Inoculation to be the elFofil of the conftitutional affcClion produced by tire firft, and 
therefore, if it fiuill Ite found that no such acceleration takes place, hut tliat the second 
Inoculation proceeds by a slow [wogress through all the ftages, it is to be concluded 
tliat no conftitutional afition has taken place from the firft insertion of the virus; 
and when this is the case, the second Inoculation inuft be regarded as a primary 
affection, and a th.rd punfiture made, according to the plan laid down for conducting 
the second Inoculation. And thus (he says) we may go on until the proper teft be 
oijfaim d, or until we be satisfied that the couftitution completely resifts the aftion of 



Cow-Pox. 

Altliough Small Pox is by no means exterminated from Dublin among the poor, 
vet the generat subftitution of Vaccine for V’ariolous Inoculation has considerably 
diminiilied the number of -patients brought to the Hospitals and Dispensaries tor 
advice. In the upper ranks of society, death from Small Pox is unlieard of, and the 
moft extensive praftitioners acknowledge, that a case of Small Pox in private 
praCUce is a very rare occurrence. And altliough the re-introdu6Uon ot Small Pox 
into society w-ould add greatly to the emoluments both of physic and surgery, there 
is no libeial man in eiffier profession who would not sincerely deplore such a 
calamity. 

Signed by order, 



January 10, 1810. 



S. B. Labatt, 

Secretary. 



Foundling 
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Foundling Hospital, Dublin, 4"' January 1810. 

The following Report having been laid before the Governors of the Foundling 
Ilospital, and appearing to be highly satisfactory— Ordered : That three thousand 
Copies thereof be printed,- tor the purpose of their being circulated as generally 
throughout the United Kiagdoin as possible. 

By Order, 

A. Bailey, Regifter. 

As some persons have lately attempted to prejudice the minds of the Public, by 
representing Vaccine Inociilation as a doubtful security agaiiift the Small Pox, limit- 
ing its influence to a certain period, and wisliiiig us to believe that its preventive 
powers diminish in pro[>ortion to ihe diftance of tilne from Inoculation, 1 have there- 
fore, at the requelt of lire Right Honourable and Honourable the Governors of the 
Foundling Ilospital, inititiited such experiments as enable me (a second time) to 
congratulate tlie Public on their successful events. 

Irom my situation, as Surgeon to the Foundling Hospital, I have had it fully in my 
J'on-er to select such cases as had been faithfully recorded by me to have undergone 
■\'accinatiou at the earliest period of Cow-Pock Inoculation in this City, and such 
•Imve been approved of by those Gentlemen who have honoured me with their pre- 
sence, to witness and subscribe their names to the progress and event on the following 
experiment on nineteen children, chosen for the purpose, who were divided into two 
classes.— riic firft nine, comprehending those who in a state of infancy were vacci- 
nated by me between tiie 30'* December 1800 and the 3'“ July 1801, now more 
than eiglit years. Ihesc were again inoculated with Small-Pox infection by George 
Stewart, Esq. Surgeon-General, on the 24”’ July 1 804 (and witnessed by several 
Gentlemen of the tirft respectability in their profession), in like manner, to disprove 
the assertions of Mr. GoUlson, as may be seen in the 1 2"* volume of the Medical and 
Physical Journal, and with die most complete success — all having resisted the Small 
Pox, altliough exposed to it in every way possible. — These nine children, with tea 
other-, who were also vaccinated by me in a state of infancy, from 15“* July 1801 
to 30'^’ of Augull 1 802, upwards of seven years, were again submitted to Small-Pox 
Inoculation on Friday, 22'^ of December laft; the infection taken fiom a child of 
Mr. Staftbril's, N'’ 7, Hanbury-lane, in confluent Small Pox, and the matter inserted 
in two places in the arm of each child, in a fluid ftate, and in the greateft quantity. 
In every inltance the' punctures in the arm of each child, from the third day, inflamed, 
and continued until the seventh, when the inflammation giadually sulisidcd, as certi- 
fied by ^Ir. Stewart, and markerl in a table, which in another publication will be 
fiiore fully expressed ; — which circnmftance has proved the activity of the Small-Pox 
matter inserted, and which intift have affected the confiitution, was it in the Icaft 
susceptible of the disease. Fourteen days have now elapsed ; the inflammation 
of the punctures is entirely gone, aud never was attended with the slighteft fever, 
sickness, or eruption'. 

In corroboration 0$ the above facts, conducted with cvciy degree of accuracy, and 
w hich cannot admit of the smalleft doubt on the minds of tliose Gentlemen who have 
witnessed them, and hereunto subscribed their names, I can safelv assert, that I 
have submitted upwards of Five Hundred Infants and Children, vaccinated by me at 
this Inftitutjon, and at the Dispensary for Infant Poor and Cow-Pock Inoculation, as 
drablisht’d in the year 1800, 
inltance. 

Lublin, Merrion-square Wef 
January 4'** 1810. 

George Stewart, 

Guflavus Hume, 

S. Wilhiott, 

Ralph S. Obre, 

A. Colles, 

William Hartigan, 

Philip Crampton, 

Edmund Connell, 

Samuel Bell. 

W'illiain Dillon, 

James M'Creight, 



to a like experiment, aud with the same result in every 
tj J. Creighton. 



I Members of the Royal College of Surgeons 
/ in Ireland. 



Apothecaries. 
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, AT a Meeting of the Coimnittee of the Royal College of Su)*ge<»is in 

appointed to take into consideration a Letter from the Directt« ef the National 
Vaccine Eftablishaient, lioldea ou Saturday the February i8u. the fol- 
lowing Rc8olutk)ns were unanimously agreei to. 

1*'. Resolved, Tljat it ap])cars to this Committee, from the Reports of Vaccin.e 
Eftabliflnnents in this City, and of other Public Inltitudons, and from the ftatements 
of Prafkitioners of tlie niofi extensive ex|)erience, as well as from the praftice of the 
Cojnmittee individually, that Vaccination has increased in this country beyond the 
espeflafions of its moft sanguine sup^rorters ; and that no bad clfc6ls, whatsoever can 
be juftly attributed to it. 

2'*. That as for as th© Commktes have been cmabfed to ascertain, there is not in 
this country a regular Practitioner of cither physic or sor.gery who does not; higldy 
approv« of and adopt tlie praftice of Vaccinatioji ; and the Pubhc voiy generally 
acknowle<%f the benefits tltoy derive tlicrefrom. 

3**. Tljat the praftice of Inoculation for tlie Small Pox has obviously decreased, 
and is now almost solely ennkoyed by respectable Practitioners as a tell of the 
prophYlaclic powej’s of the Cow-Pox. 

4'“’. From the foregoing Statenjcnt the Committee may fairly infer, and from their 
owQ experi^ce may with confidence affirm, that the inoitality from Small Pox lias 
materially decreased through Ireland since Vaccination was introduced. 

(Signed} Ralph Smith ObrL 

Confirmed by the College, on John Creighton. 

Tliursday, March 21“ tSii. Andreu> Johnston. 

C. H. Row<^ Ass' Sec^. 



No. 3. 

COW-POCK INSTITUTION, 

Under the Patronage of Ills Grace The LexJ Lieutenant, 

N°62, Sackville-strcet ; 

OPENED on the 14'^ of January 1804, under the direftion of the undersianed 
Physicians and Surgeons of this city, for the purposes of securing a succession of 
Cow-Pock matter ; w inoculating gratuitously the children of tiie poor; and ot' sup- 
plying the different parts of the kingdom with genuine infedfoii. 



DIRECTORS. 

Physicians. Surgeons. 

Joseph Clarke, George Stewart, 

Jamis Cleghorn, Ralph S. Obre, 



'llioiiias Evory. 



Solomon llicliarcls. 



An Abstract of tlie Register of Inoculations and Distribution of Matter. 





Patients 

Inoculated. 


' Packets issued 
; to Practitioners 
ill general. 


Packets to Army 
Surgtohs. 


1804 - 


578 


776 


236 


1805 - 


1,032 


1,124 


178 


1806 - 




1,340 


220 


1807 - 


2,i5<) 


1,790 : 


320 


180S - 


3,002 


2,285 


333 


1809 - 


3,941 


2,540 


244 


i8io - 


4.084 


3,249 


284 


Totals - - 


16,149 


13,104 

i 


1.815 
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The Directors of this Institution have nothing material to aild to, or subtrafit 
from, their Report of 1809. The addition oi Jour thousand cases during the year 
1 8 1 0, tends only to confirm tlieir belief in tlie efficacy, safet}’, and policy, of pur- 
suing Vaccine Inoculation. 

Some alarming accounts of the failure of Vaccination in the vicinity of Dublin, 
•were propagated during the last year. On a careful investigation, tliey were found 
to have originated from falsehood, and ultimately tended, after numerous trials, to 
confirm the security afforded by Vaccination. 

In the last. Report, three cases were recorded, in which the Vaccine infection 
formed fairly on the ami, and appeared to go regularly through its several stages, 
though the patients were not constitutionally affefted. During the year 1810, one. 
failure only of this kind has occurred : there appears no good reason for supposing 
that contingencies of this nature will he more frequent in Vaccine, tlian they have 
been in Variolous Inoculation. 

The test proposed by Mr. Bryce, and recommended in the Report of last year, 
has been practised extensively hy the Directors. In a large proportion of cases, it 
has . afforded very satisfactory evidence of constitutional affedtion : it can hardly be 
necessary, therefore, to recommeud to further notice, a practice calculated to ob- 
viate the principal objection to Vaccine Inoculation. Infection for the second 
Inoculation, which should be performed on the opposite arm, may be always cenve- 
niently obtained on the filth or sixth day, from the vesicle produced by the first 
in.sertion of virus. 

The llegifter does not afford a single inftance of Cow-Pock exciting in the confti- 
tiition any new’ or unheard-of complaint; nor does it appear that children who have 
had the Cow-Pock, are more subject than others to eruptbns on the skin. 

The following extrafil from the Regiffcr of Patients at the General Dispensary in 
London, affords ample proof of this fafil. 



'Total Number Number of Chronic 

of Diseases. Cutaneous Eruptions. 

In the year 1797 - - - 1,730 - -- -- --85 

1798 - - - i,Gt)4 

1804 - - - 1,915 - - 89 

1805 - - - 1,974 - 04 



Vide Willan on Vaccine Inoculation. 

The moft satisfnftory accounts of the progress of Vaccination tliroughout the 
interior otTreland, have been received from several Correspondents of the Inftitution ; 
and the Dircfilors have great pleasure in observing die zeal and disintereffedness of 
the Country PniGUtioners, who sacrifice private intcreft to the public good, in strongly 
recommending tlie pra6tice. 

'I'he DireGors have to acknowledge with gratitude, the privilege of a free and 
unliinited transmission of letters relating to the Inftitution. llirough the Pofl-Office, 
which has contriijuted essentially to extend the I'cnefits of \'accination throughout 
•this Island. • • 

Signed by Order, 

, Samuel B. Labatt, 

January 1, iSn. Secretary. 
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